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INTRODUCTION: 
The 2004 Ohio Family Health Survey (OFHS) is a statewide complex design telephone survey that interviewed 
approximately 40,000 Ohio households about their health insurance, access to health care, economic resources, and 
health statuses. Child information was gathered via proxy response from the most knowledgeable adult available 
during the interview session. The Franklin County Commissioners and Access Health Columbus, on behalf of local 
health and public health agencies, provided additional funding to over-sample the county’s population, emphasizing 
minorities and impoverished neighborhoods. The project development and data analysis team, headed by the Franklin 
County Board of Health, included various governmental, advocacy, and academic institutions. The total sample size 
for Franklin County was 3,258 households, with the child sample size being 1,143. The 2004 OFHS is the largest 
survey of its type to be performed in Franklin County. 
 
PROJECT MISSION: 
The mission of the 2004 Ohio Family Health Survey is to provide detailed information concerning Franklin County’s 
general state of health care access for purposes of health system program and policy analyses. In other words, the 
mission of the project is to take data relating to Franklin County’s health care infrastructure and make it practical. 
 
GENERAL FINDINGS: 
A. Uninsured Statistics: The general findings are that Franklin County’s health system access status is similar to 
Ohio’s general trends, but a bit more severe in terms of the total percentage of uninsured. Additionally, Franklin 
County has experienced a significant increase in poverty for adults and children since the 1998 version of the Ohio 
Family Health Survey. Comparing the 1998 to 2004 survey findings, the uninsured rates for adults and children show 
movement in differing directions, with the child uninsured status improving and the adult uninsured status 
worsening, slightly. A general comparison is: 
 

• Franklin County has experienced a 1.5 percentage point rise in uninsured adults, compared to Ohio’s 0.8% 
rise (Table 2.1); 

 
• Franklin County has experienced a 4.5 percentage point decrease in children who are uninsured, compared to 

Ohio’s 4.4% decrease (Table 2.1).  
 
Where, by count, Ohio has fewer uninsured residents than in 1998, Franklin County’s amount of uninsured 
has grown by 7.6% since 1998 from 124,182 to 134,389 residents in 2004 (Table 2.1). The total 2004 
breakout for the Franklin County uninsured are 114,252 adults and 20,137 children, with calculations being 
based upon 2004 Census population estimates for Franklin County. 
 
B. Poverty Statistics: The findings concerning poverty are starker than the uninsured statistics. Franklin 
County has experienced a significant increase in poverty since the 1998 Ohio Family Health Survey. The 
overall increase in poverty is 7.4 percentage points, with children increasing at a more rapid rate than 
adults. 
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• Franklin County has experienced a 5.4 percentage point increase in adults who live at or below 
100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), which was $15,670 for a family of three in 2004, and a 
6.1% increase in adults who at or below 200% of the FPL, or $31,340 for a family of three (Table 
2.2); 

 
• Franklin County has also experienced an 8.1 percentage point increase in children who live in 

households at or below 100% of the FPL, and a 12.8% increase for children living in households at 
or below 200% of the FPL (Table 2.2). 

 
As with the uninsured statistics, Franklin County’s poverty statistics exhibit a greater increase since 1998 
than Ohio’s statistics for both adults and children at 100% of the Federal Poverty Level, and with children 
at the 200% level of poverty. Examining the differences between Ohio and Franklin County in terms of 
children’s insurance, these data suggest that the elevated rate for being uninsured is strongly associated 
with the higher rate of impoverished children in Franklin County. 
 
C. Medicaid: Initial comparisons of the 1998 to 2004 data suggest that the increase in childhood enrollment 
into Medicaid’s Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is the major factor that has buffering the 
health care access risks associated with a significant rise in childhood poverty. For types of insurance held 
by respondents, self-paid coverage and mixed plans (employment-based insurance mixed with an additional 
plan) are the only types of insurance showing a significant increase beyond government-sponsored 
insurance. 
 
D. Summary: In Franklin County, adult uninsured rates have increased, while child uninsured rates have 
decreased. Poverty has increased for both adults and children, with 34.5% of all adults living at or below 
200% of poverty and 42.1% of children living at or below 200% of poverty. 
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